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Arsbardam is hard o fargel, but its easy
it o resnemiber soens of the bimes poa've
had thara depending an how deaply yau
immersa yaurse in its hedonistic pleaswres,
Dwtch talemance and Shaersbsm mean t's an
apen city, staapedin ginand high praot fret
liquaers, crimson cobwrad i its red light
district and hapdy green in a fog of cannabe
sirerke, Bt cortrasts with s anss baauty
ard class

An ancient city with magnificent archine-
burs, wot the siubuirks arind it are as frach
and mader a3 any = thea world, A young ity
whare youlh are evarsabere, usually pogm-
irgg by e an their bicyeles, and the alderly
spem 1o be hidden away. And thaugh the
afficial language is Duich - mone & guttural
candition than a tfangue - Englsh is the mast
commeznly speian lingua franca,

It's an easy city to get arownd with public
transpart dean and woiquitous Trom the
straat trams and trains to bussas and spot-
lass cabs, Vary tew people drive cars in tha
city aptng ingtesd Tor the ey nde of ald
b [ELE E:.'l:hEIS- rathes tham facess oF mdeun-
tain Bdkes, B a ey to stroll aleng the streats
and canals and you can use canal bosts |ike
aguabissss o commules bebween a wealth
af museums, music venues, caburs palaces
and oty squares. it ewudes charm, histary
and grace.

From narrow laneways lilled with unusual
shaps, cldan bars with walls stained brown
fram centuries of tobscoa omaoke and =im,
tall, anciart, wida windowad- housas slighthy
tihed forward so that the pulleys on thair
eaftendad eaves can haul up heawy loads,
Arratardam i quirky. Cobblad strests and
sidawalks abgn the semecircular canals with
arnate ;:nrldgl:s that encrche the inaes n'.1l.';.'-'.:|'
the ald Darm area

Parkets for flowars, aspacially ulps, parch
an the canals as well a3 =mall kiosks that
specialiss in pickled heming wheh ane hald
up above the heads of buyers with mauths
apen and then slipped down the throst with
a gulp. Littha autamats that lak like glassad
in post oflica Baxes abound with thair het
krofats, sausaga ralls, agg ralls and othar
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wadrned debghits ready to be pludked o
with thea -',I:ppng in of & few come, That's
Drutch Tast food!

But you might see & small roed haddled
araisnd 8 pair of bam doors a1 the front of
an ancient building whese the aremas of
frash fried potate stips of aarmes fribes
aim 3ald hat cut of the 51 rper s be lopped
with lomalo sauos, mayonnase, salay sauce
arather condiments. Vleminicks 2t Voattaog
straak 31-33 has 25 different fypes of sawces
for its hand cug frites and has baen packing
tham in sinca 1955, And thay ara righit behind
ona of ry favourite placasin the Dam.

The arama af deep fat inyers is comman bul
marg 5o the axhalaticns of hashish and mari-
puana which ara lagal hara in the number of
cangad colfashousas which sarea thesr waras
from a stall within and do not sere aloehs
Dha -'r-g;hur-g ab Pring Hendrikleada 10-11 . v
danmpkringnl, is one of the more alegant hash
houses which is coally dark, comly and cean,
with great music and & ssbetion of coffeas
teas and other beverages as well as space
cakes Mash brownies and cannabis chocolste
You'll be hanging for those frites after a time
hore. Makes my epes red just thinking about it

cqualy oy m Gresnhouse  Cerfrum
Ouderjds Voorburgwal 191, alsa ssile and
gargeous. And nat full of thase noisy Brits o
Garmans that pervade the Dam’s lawer rem
hash housies, Both of thasa are wikdly sxoticin
dasign and de&car,

Dope cwen has its awn festieal, The High
Tirms Cannabis Cup, wwscannabsoup.com
n lata Mewembsar, the warlds greatest cam-
catition 1or the Bast grean vagetakble matie:
whera you can bacors one of the official
pudges sampling hunsoeds of types for s Tes

fut normal veneas and restaprants de onod
allzw smiokng of amphing othar than tobacca
procducts and thars iz & vast armay of masa
wanues, Because Holland is home 1o house
ML, Many aof thesn are n.ght{ abis like A8
(airnll, & 1300 capscty dance muss hawen
with five bars =@ the citys hot club ol the
mamenl

Amstardamm Cance Evant (ADE) amsterdam-
dance-gyental, in Octlober = the SESW of
the limber limbed dance ertbusasts and biz
Combening massive ree seants, packed dubs
and a conference, it makes Amsterdam the
Austin of Eurape.

Amsterdam does nal have 8 central spat like
&% Sbresit for e music wanues though the
Laidseplain area is probably the dasast. i's
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home ta The Melkweg (melkwegonll, a culbural centre founded in
1970 for fave artistic disciplines wnder one reof of an old factony

concerts, dance ewents, theatrical and dance praduction, films
me=ddia ait and photo ashibilions are in fwvs halls and smalles reame,
s tha go-bo placs for what's hip and hagpeaning.

% closest compsatitor is Paradise {paradisa.nd], an obd church that
atarted with dadime dances in 1968 and avobied info & nightclub
and than the live musc side took over tha 1500 capacity Main
Hall whars tog US and UK acls hawe made it hame an ther seengs
through bown, Combingd with 98 non-musical programming, gwer
900 events are staged each year fram exhibits ta films to lecieres in
thas cultural hub

Thresa athes vanues capthe live scane, Bimhuis {bimbuis.com} hoss
Dubch and international jazz for 300 shows & year ina comverted fur
nituna shawwreom, Weedd and jazz is catered for in an ntimate space
adouyp [badouyp.orgl while blues and moofs is covered at Bour
e Sires] [Bouibarsbosstal) seven |||g|".:--u'.\'euk.

Make sure lo check sul the major vernuss Tor conceds, Musiskgs.
bopw [muziengabouwnl) is ona of tha mast innowvative musical
compleses in Ewope rangag from classcal o culting adge jage
and warld. Concargebouw {Concetgabouwnl) is the acousti-
cally pedact grand hall and a mare ghi recital bhall for chambes
archastras coupled with Eaawtitul architactura, Hainakan Musec
Hall (heinekenmusschall.nl] is & remarkably intimste arena due toits
chasign and an acoustical dream palacs

E.pa.alung of drearmg,.. Tha hippest hatal in town is one of itsla ni et
and aldest. The Heaed Pulitzer [culdzeramsterdam.cam] = an erdire
Shock in the town cantra comgrizang 25 fully restored 17 and 18°
cantury canal houses convertad imta a kixe hatal with sach of the
238 rooms ar suwtes having their own chasactar, They heave thair awn
hiotal Eaat for parsonal canal taws and a Conciarga taur for city
walks, The hotels grill restaurant, Ksizersgiacht 238, & sublenes and
ane of the tawn's prattiast set of gardans accupiss tha cantra of tha
thacks af houses,

Midleee!| but also a spread of charming canal houses, Estherea
(estharia.nd) has besn run by the sare family for decades wath
undarstated, =mple luxury with @ guest library 2nd bar.

Thawgh there are a |ot af B&Bx=, hastels and small hotek, a unéque
cwwer budiged eptsen s the Boat Hotel (amstelbotal.nl) parked in the
narbour, Great views of the cty but Faidly bassc accom.

Dutch food can ba stodgy at bast - maat and threa, baan soups
with harm hecks, organ meats and heawy an the cheese, But | love
Haesjew Claas (hassjaclaas.nd] for tha ultimate Dusch Dinnar, In the
centie reas Dam Sguare, 15 g epes buildings mowhich anchileciual
faaturas sich as Btle stainvays, tight carridors and narmow hallways
have bean II'\'.'\-'.ir[.lL'-'dl.Ed The cantury ald interecnnactsd chambers
<an ba remantic at night and surprisingly light and aeny for lunch

The kcal strest press s in Dutch but the Angle guide to use for
avents and gigs is Time Ow{tmecut com’Amsterdam).

On Keningsdag (King's Dayl, Apal 27, mars than a milian paapla
fleck irvla this ons day celebration of the manarchy which & just
shart ol Mardi Gras for intensty & tha city is threbbing with rew
ey, markels, pedormancas and gires macy, And for boppers, the
Narth Sea Jarz is a thras-day, 180 plus act smargaskard of a8 tyeas
af paez & the Shoy comples in reighboeng Ratterdam,

The big summer event in the splendid Yondelpark fram eardy June
fomad-Auiguet 15 8 series of concerts on the massive oper-air stage
calied Opanfuchthester, wwaowondeloarcnl Amsterdam Boots
Fastival, wherw amsterdamraats.nl, i med-uly, Teatures 5 vast array
af warld music artists in & seres of open-air concests in the lush
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